An open letter (Fellowship from Brother
Andrew Yu on May 29, 2020)

Translated from original in Chinese, not verified with
speaker.

Dear brothers and sisters,

“The time of the Lord's return is at hand. For this
reason we are reevaluating many matters in the light
of the judgment seat.”

These words from Brother Watchman Nee are the
opening words in “An Open Letter,” published in the
first issue of The Present Testimony in January
1928. Today, which is 92 years after this word was
given, we are much closer to the Lord’s coming than
before.

All the things that are taking place around us right
now lead us to have a deep realization that the day
of Lord’s coming is closer now than in any other age
in the past. The instability of the world situation and
the crisis of the economy all indicate that this age is
rapidly reaching a fundamental turning point. This
present solemn point in time should be a time of
where we should be doing much “reevaluating.”

Reevaluating means that the standard we used in
the past in examining matters cannot be used as
today’s standard. Today, we can no longer continue
to live the life that we once thought was acceptable
in the past, and the goals we have today cannot be
the same ones we had set in the past for our life.
The past way of calculation cannot become today’s
way of calculation, and the way we did things in the
past cannot be the way we do things today.
Everything must be reevaluated “in the light of the
judgment seat,” that is, everything must be evaluated
according to the Lord’s coming and the
consummation of this age.

The church life we have had in the past along with
our service and our way of living until now must
undergo reconsideration and reevaluation.

Reevaluate Our Living

We need to reevaluate our living. The Lord told us to
“not be anxious for tomorrow” and to only “seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness” [1]. Are we truly
trusting in the Lord in all things and living a life of the
tent on this earth? In our living, have we taken out
our roots from the earth, storing up our treasures in
the heavens, or are we still anxious about tomorrow?
Are the young people anxious about graduating from
school, finding a job, getting married and starting a
family? Are the middle-aged ones anxious about
their career, their future, and the financial
performance next quarter, in the next year? Are the
elderly anxious about their health, their savings, and
their relationships with their grandchildren? We need
a reevaluation.
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The apostles called people to be freed from sin and
to turn to the Lord, but the Lord called the people to
forsake their riches and follow Him [2]. Many people
are preaching a gospel of how to gain a fortune, but
the gospel preached by the Lord is one of losing your
fortune. This age is coming to an end, and one of the
signs before the Lord comes back is people storing
up their riches [3]. Ten virgins are “going out of the
world” [4] to meet the bridegroom. Crops need to be
“dried of all the earthly water” [5] by the sun in order
to ripen and be harvested.

“At a time such as today where our living has
become difficult, we should not be anxious about
what to eat, what to drink, what to wear, because the
people in the world are seeking all these things. We
should only seek first God’s kingdom and God'’s
righteousness. The reason why people are short in
their food and clothing is because they only care
about their own living and not God’s kingdom and
God’s righteousness. How pitiful are their living
today! Man'’s inner being is even more pitiful! Oh, the
many souls that are perishing, even every day! So
many souls are in torment and pain to the utmost
degree! But the church has lost her function... We
are like this because our consecration in the past
was not thorough! The reason we are silent, the
reason we are without any ambition to propagate the
gospel of the kingdom, without any courage or ability
to announce the gospel of the Lord, without any
living faith and yet with much fear, is all because we
have not thoroughly consecrated ourselves and we
have not fully lived to the Lord!... If we have fully
lived to the Lord, just like how Peter did at Pentecost,
we can also then be like Peter and say, ‘In the name
of Jesus rise up and walk,” but we must also be able
to say, ‘silver and gold | do not possess!”” [6]

We need to reevaluate whether our living today has
any dispensational value. Would we have any
dispensational meaning when our very person
stands before the Lord?

To have this kind of living, every day we would need
to be filled with the Spirit inwardly and outwardly [7].
If the balloon is not filled up with air, it cannot rise.

Why do we need to have more prayer and even
prevailing prayer? This is to cause us to become
inwardly and outwardly filled. Why do we need to
confess our sins and repent? It is because this is the
condition we need in order to be filled. If we do not
have a living where we are inwardly and outwardly
filled by the Spirit every day, we cannot have a life
with dispensational value. For the virgins have to
welcome the Bridegroom, the condition is that their
vessels must be filled with oil [8]. If we want to seize
the opportunity, we need to be filled with the Spirit

[9].
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In these days, as the outward situation is becoming
tenser, inwardly there is more of the feeling that
God’s children at this time must be uprooted from the
world to live a life of the tent. The good thing about
migration is that we would be cut off from our former
life and background, and we learn to live a simple life
of faith where we are looking to the Lord. There
cannot be any separation between the spreading of
the kingdom and our cutting ourselves off from the
world. The persecution in Acts 8 caused all the
disciples to be uprooted at once and spread
themselves out to every corner, thus beginning what
the Lord had instructed them to do in Acts 1.

For the gospel of the kingdom to be preached to the
whole inhabited earth, there needs to be people who
would live a life of the kingdom. For the Lord’s return
to be practically manifested, people need to be
“going out of the world.” One of the reasons that over
150 years ago the gospel of grace was preached to
China is because the people of that age saw the
Lord returning soon, and therefore the gospel
needed to be preached across the world in that
generation.

Today, the gospel of the kingdom needs to be
preached to the whole inhabited earth because the
day of the Lord’s coming is sooner than ever before.
At this juncture, should we not be reevaluating how
we should spend the remaining of our time? Should
we not at this time cut ourselves off from our old way
of living and practically live a life of the tent so that
we can live for the gospel and take action for the
Lord?

Reevaluate Our Church Life

At this point in time, we also need to reevaluate our
church life. Regardless whether the Lord is satisfied
with our church life or not, we should first ask
ourselves whether we ourselves are satisfied with
our current church life right now. Surely we do have
very good truth, and we also have a church life that
we have gotten used to over the years, but what we
need to reevaluate, can this kind of church life can
satisfy the Lord’s need, and would it bring the Lord
back? Has the number increased in all our
churches? Do they have vitality?

In 1992-93, Brother Lee was greatly dissatisfied with
the church life at that time, and hence he released
the messages on the vital groups, with the hope that
outside the church life framework we currently have,
the overcomers could be produced and that we could
overcome the three big enemies of death,
lukewarmness, and barrenness. It is sad to say that
even though this word has been released, its
practice has still not appeared.

Over the past 28 years, although the church life in
every place is steadily moving forward, our primary
practice is still to consider our “meeting” as our
foundation, where we would drag people to the
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meeting as our way and treat high attendance to be
of value. In the light of the Lord’s coming, we should
ask ourselves, does this kind of church life need
reevaluation?

After the pandemic came, the saints became
restricted in movement; all the physical meetings
stopped, and we can only communicate online.
However, in the process it seems as if the saints
prefer this new kind of church life even more. Over
the internet, we all pray and intercede for one
another, have mutual fellowship, and take care of
new ones; each one is functioning, and everyone is
practicing the organic way of begetting, shepherding,
teaching, and building. This is exactly the kind of vital
group that Brother Lee had said, which is that each
one functions and each one serves as a priest. Right
now many new ones are saved, and those who have
not been meeting are newly connected again; in
many places the attendance has increased, and we
see a situation where the members have become
enlivened. It turns out that this is the way for the
Body of Christ to be built up. We are certainly not
saying that after the pandemic is over we still
continue not meeting in person corporately; rather,
because of this new situation brought about by the
pandemic, is it not worth it for us to reevaluate our
church life? Should we be changing more from
meetings to people, from coming to going, and from
big to small?

Reevaluate Our Service

In the light of the Lord’s coming, we should also
reevaluate our service. The ultimate goal in service
is to perfect us. The work of the ministry is for the
perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry,
unto the building up of the Body of Christ. Our work
today is not to produce a work but to produce
people. The effectiveness of today’s work is not in
how much work we do but in how many people we
have produced.

Strictly speaking, our work today is not to perform
the labor but to distribute the labor. Today, it is not
about how much we have done ourselves but how
much the others have done. The parable of the
slaves in Matthew 25 reminds us that it is not about
how much we can save up but how much we can
duplicate. The one with five talents perfected another
five talents, and the one with two talents perfected
another two talents; they were approved by the Lord,
but the one talented one was not able to perfect
anyone and was thrown into the outer darkness as a
result.

The Lord will come to settle accounts with us; today
in the light of the Lord’s coming, we also need to
reevaluate our service and see whether or not when
in the light of the judgment seat our work would be
approved by the Lord. The good and faithful slave is
not a person who only saves up his own portion but
is one who can duplicate himself. The evil and
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slothful slave is not one who is abandoning his own
service but is one who simply cannot duplicate
himself in another person.

Whether in the church or in the vital groups, our duty
is to perfect others unto the work of the ministry for
the building up of the Body of Christ. We need to use
all the wisdom we have to cause others to become
perfected. We need to use those whom others
consider useless, and we need to dig out all the one-
talented ones, telling them not to bury their treasure
in the world. The growth of life is gradual, but the use
of money is immediate [10]. In the light of the Lord’s
coming, we need to assess whether our service can
come up to the Lord’s standard.

Reevaluate Our Work

Lastly, in the light of the Lord’s coming, we need to
reevaluate our work. There are two fundamental
questions here: Is our work a maintaining work or
opening up work, and is our work static or dynamic?
The pattern set by the brothers before us is one that
is always moving and always advancing forward.

During the Sino-Japanese war, Brother Nee started
“The Open Door” newspaper, and he reminded the
co-workers by saying, “Today is not a time for us to
cope with the environment but for us to go
everywhere to preach the gospel and propagate the
Lord’s testimony.” The footsteps of the co-workers
do not remain in one place, but rather they have
traversed over all the earth. The testimony that is
seen in all the places in Southeast Asia today was
actually raised up during this period. The Lord’s
testimony in Taiwan has been there for over 70
years. Brother Lee had hoped from the start that this
would only be a beginning, that from here we would
spread to the entire earth. Today is a particular time:
Should we be reevaluating the direction of our work?

Actually even if we only look at the island of Taiwan,
there are still numerous towns and cities that do not
have churches and thus need propagation work. The
regional need is great, not to mention the
international need. This is not a time where we only
keep caring for our own locality but a time where we
need to have a view of the entire earth and
propagate the gospel of the kingdom. When the Lord
returns, would we still only be caring about keeping
order in our own locality? As long as Abraham did
not leave his own land, God could not begin His
move on earth.

What the Bible gave us is not a book on the stories
of the apostles but one on the acts of the apostles.
Recently, through the three times of 24-hour prayer
plus the 30 days of global watchmen prayer, there
was a brother from China who had an experience
through prayer; he immediately consecrated himself
and brought his factory to a certain place in
Southeast Asia where there was not yet a church
established. Is this not an indicator of the Lord’s
move?
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May the Lord cause us to have the correct sense of
the present opportunity given to us and cooperate
with Him. At a time where the entire earth is being
challenged by the spiritual forces, may we have a
reevaluation of our living, our meetings, our service,
and our work in the light of the Lord’s return.
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